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Minds Matter NYC transforms the lives of 
accomplished students from low-income 
families by broadening their dreams and 

preparing them for college success.



Structural and socioeconomic forces 
consistently deny students from low-

income families the opportunities that 
allow them to meet their academic and 
professional potential—depriving the 

world of talent, leadership, and 
innovation.

Identify students from under-resourced 
communities who have the determination and 

academic track record to go to college.

Unite students with a community of college-
bound peers and caring, committed 

volunteers.

Prepare students for success in college and 
beyond with a holistic program that develops 

academic, professional, and personal skills.

Support students in college financially, 
socially, and professionally through stipends, 

alumni programming, and career preparation.



students served across New York City

student hours at Minds Matter NYC

first-generation college students

average annual college tuition†

students who identify as BIPOC

unique colleges enrolled

average SAT point increase

total college acceptances

Minds Matter NYC defines success through a number of key 
performance indicators related to our mission.

average GPA of 
our graduating 

seniors

of the class of 2020 
enrolled in colleges 

in Barron’s top 
three tiers

average family  
income

average SAT score 
for the class of 

2020*

4-year college 
acceptance rate 
for the class of 

2020

of graduates agree that 
Minds Matter NYC 

played a major role in 
preparing them for 

college success

Minds Matter NYC transforms the lives of 
accomplished students from low-income

families by broadening their dreams
and preparing them for college success.

* Compared to 987, the national average for low-income students according to the College Board, and 1010, the benchmark for 
college and career readiness

† Compared to $13,081, the national average for low-income students



Minds Matter NYC is a three-year program that 
connects high school students with the 
support, resources, and networks

they need to get to and through college.



of all students like working 
with their mentors

of seniors felt supported by 
their mentors during the 
college application process

say that their mentors 
encourage them

feel supported by their 
mentors

say that their mentors give 
good advice

of seniors say that working 
with their mentors was one 
of the best parts of Minds 
Matter NYC

Mentoring is the heart of Minds Matter 
NYC’s vision for change. Each student is 
paired with two adult mentors who guide, 
challenge, and celebrate their student through 
their three-year journey. 

Mentors act as caring adults in their student’s life, 

providing consistent support while sharing insights from 

their own journey to college and beyond. 

Co-mentors work together to support their student and 

offer diverse perspectives about the road to college and 

career. The triad model is a key part of Minds Matter 

NYC’s success: it gives students a wider range of 

experiences to draw from and gives mentors a trusted 

partner in the work. 

During Saturday sessions, the Minds Matter NYC 

mentoring curriculum—which focuses on soft skills like 

goal setting, self-advocacy, time management, and 

more—provides structure to the mentee-mentor 

relationship.

of mentors feel that they 
have a positive rapport with 
their student

feel that they are making a 
difference in their student’s 
life

look forward to session each 
Saturday

would recommend 
volunteering with Minds 
Matter NYC



Jeff Bigner has been a Minds Matter NYC volunteer since 2009. Over the 
last 11 years, he has been a mentor, Team Leader, Director of Volunteer 
Engagement, Director of Volunteer Recruitment, and Junior Program 
Director.

On a typical Minds Matter NYC Saturday, 
what’s the thing that you’ve most looked 
forward to?

The thing I look forward to every Saturday is seeing 
the students and volunteers and hearing about 
everyone's week. Watching our students' 
transformations over the three years—entering the 
program as timid sophomores who graduate as 
confident young adults ready to take on college—is 
really incredible.

What has kept you volunteering over the 
years?

There are so many reasons. The first is why so many 
volunteers get involved to begin with: to make a 
difference to our students. What has kept me 
coming back is all the close friendships I’ve 
developed with other volunteers over the years. 
Seeing everyone consistently on Saturdays is 
something we look forward to. 

How has volunteering expanded your 
community?

Minds Matter NYC hasn't just expanded my 
community in NYC, it has become my community. I 
have met countless interesting, driven, diverse, and 
genuinely good people who volunteer with Minds 
Matter NYC over the years. I've gone to Minds 

Matter NYC birthday parties and vacations, and 
even officiated a Minds Matter NYC wedding.

Of all the different volunteer roles you’ve held, 
which has been your favorite?

My favorite was being a Team Leader. It's the best 
role in Minds Matter NYC because you get to know 
each of the 8 students and 16 mentors really 
well. We were basically a tight knit family for three 
years. Being a TL gives you the ability to set the tone 
for the team every week, and I tried to balance fun, 
learning, and serious topics with my Minds Matter 
NYC fam.

How have you seen Minds Matter NYC evolve 
in your time as a volunteer?

Minds Matter NYC has evolved quite a bit over the 
years as technology and the college application 
processes have changed. Minds Matter NYC has also 
done a great job of improving year-over-year 
continuity that was sometimes lost when long-time 
volunteers stepped away. The curriculum has also 
evolved and improved as Minds Matter NYC staff 
continues to maintain it with input from the 
Program Directors.

Minds Matter NYC is ________?

Community.



The Writing & Critical Thinking program 
helps students master the essentials of 
grammar and structure and shows them how 
to articulate their unique voices.

of seniors say that their 
writing skills improved due 
to Minds Matter NYC

feel their academic writing 
has improved

of writing advisers feel that 
they have a positive rapport 
with their student

look forward to session each 
Saturday

Students receive three years of Writing & Critical 
Thinking instruction from strong writers who volunteer 
their knowledge, skills, and insight to students 
throughout the year.

The first two years of writing instruction provide 
foundational skills that build toward constructing 
powerful and persuasive college application and 
scholarship essays in their senior year.



Test Prep strengthens and extends classroom 
learning in algebra and geometry and teaches 
students sophisticated test-taking strategies to 
help them achieve competitive SAT scores.

of seniors say that their 
math skills improved due to 
Minds Matter NYC

increased their SAT scores 
and 48% improved more 
than 200 points

of volunteer Test Prep 
instructors feel that they 
have a positive rapport with 
their student

say that their volunteer 
experience has matched their 
expectations

In their sophomore year, students receive a full year of 
math instruction led by volunteers from finance, 
computer science, and other STEM fields. 

The following year, Minds Matter NYC offers a 10-week 
SAT prep course, where students work with professional 
instructors who teach them the skills necessary to 
improve their scores.

Higher SAT scores allow students to apply to a broader 
pool of competitive colleges, which historically offer 
larger financial aid packages. The Test Prep program 
helps students enter college with lower debt loads, which 
dramatically increases college graduation rates.



Avaneque was the 2019 Brilliant Minds Benefit student 
speaker and is a member of Princeton University’s class 
of 2024.

What have you learned as a  
Minds Matter NYC student?

I have learned the importance of 
seizing every opportunity. Minds 
Matter NYC made it possible for me 
to learn about different industries 
and take advantage of unique 
opportunities.

What has been your favorite 
Minds Matter NYC moment?

In junior year Writing & Critical 
Thinking, we did a program-wide 
activity to shoot a commercial. It 
was helping to build our persuasive-
writing skills but was also so 
wonderful to participate in 
something silly and fun with our 
entire class.

How has Minds Matter NYC 
impacted you?

Minds Matter NYC was a space

where I felt unconditionally 
welcomed. I wasn’t expected to be 
anything other than my authentic 
self. I’m going to hold that feeling 
with me in every space I walk into.

Where are you going to college 
and what are you planning to 
study?

I am going to Princeton University 
to study Political Science. I am 
working towards becoming a civil 
rights attorney!

What are you most looking 
forward to in college?

I’m most looking forward to 
choosing my classes. I’m excited for 
the independence to dive into 
coursework that I’m passionate 
about and pass over some subjects 
that were required in high school.



Students in the class of 2020 will be attending almost 50 
different colleges and universities across the country.

Amherst College
Bard College
Boston University
Brandeis University
Case Western Reserve University
Clark University
Connecticut College (2)
CUNY Baruch College (2)
CUNY City College (3)
CUNY College of Staten Island
CUNY Hunter College (10)
CUNY Lehman College (3)
Emory University
Fordham University (4)
Hobart & William Smith Colleges
Howard University
Ithaca College
Lawrence University
Manhattan College
Marist College
Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (2)
Mercy College
Muhlenberg College

New York Institute of Technology
New York University (2)
Northwestern University
Pace University
Pomona College
Princeton University
Smith College (3)
St Johns University
SUNY at Albany (2)
SUNY at Binghamton (2)
SUNY at Fredonia
SUNY Buffalo State
SUNY College at Old Westbury
SUNY College at Oswego
SUNY Oneonta (2)
Syracuse University
Temple University
University at Buffalo (2)
University of Michigan-Ann Arbor
Wells College
Wesleyan University
Wheaton College
Williams College

Karla, Amherst College
Wensy, Emory University
Xi Hui, Williams College

Brett, Lawrence University
Celines, Wheaton College
Mariam, Smith College
Ramon, Connecticut College

Mia, Clark University

Aichatou, New York University
Ashiyha, SUNY Oneonta
Doreen, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Emely, SUNY Oneonta
Faith, Temple University
Mariam, Smith College
Melannie, Manhattan College
Nishat, CUNY Hunter College
Shayan, Fordham University
Shelley, Brandeis University

Angelina, SEEK Scholar, Lehman College
Hannia, DREAM.US Scholar, City College
Judy, Nursing Honors Scholar, Hunter College
Massiata, SEEK Scholar, Baruch College



Bianka Jeannot has been a Minds Matter NYC volunteer since 2019. She is 
also an alumna from the class of 2014 and attended the University of 
Virginia.

Why did you choose to come back to Minds 
Matter NYC as a volunteer?

I loved the program as a mentee and I wanted to be 
the type of mentor to another student that my 
mentors were to me. Moving back to New York, I 
was also seeking a comfortable community.

How was your first year volunteering? 

My first year volunteering has definitely been
unexpected given the amount of virtual interaction 
we’ve had to do. It’s been interesting being on the 
opposite side of the program as a mentor and makes 
me appreciate my past mentors more. I especially 
loved meeting my mentee’s sister during the family 
day. I got to see her open up. It was also nice to build 
a relationship with her sister who was also a Minds 
Matter NYC alumna. I felt like I could really relate to 
my mentee on home dynamics.

How has the program changed since you were a 
mentee?

The sheer size of the program! I was one out of 50 
kids in the 2014 class and it’s amazing to see that 
there are now two separate buildings for Sophomore 
Program alone. I’m glad that Minds Matter NYC is 
able to help more students. When I did the program, 
the Academic & Leadership Development Academy, 
our in-house program for rising juniors, did not 
exist.

What are you most looking forward to in the 
Junior Program this year?

I’m really looking forward to seeing my mentee and 
co-mentor. We FaceTime often, but it will be nice to 
start up again formally. My Team Leader has 
organized monthly catch ups with the team, so it 
won’t feel like much time has passed. I’m also waiting 
for the time when we can meet in-person and go out 
to dinner or lunch together!

How has Minds Matter NYC impacted your life?

As a student, Minds Matter NYC opened my 
horizons tremendously. I would not have gotten into 
the competitive schools that I did without the 
educational, financial, and emotional support that 
Minds Matter NYC and my mentors gave me. I saw 
one of my mentors a couple weeks before the 
pandemic began and we were reflecting on how 
we’ve known each other for almost 10 years now. 
I’m so grateful to Minds Matter NYC for putting 
him in my life. As a mentor, it’s given me perspective 
and a different form of community. It keeps me 
grounded in my roots, as I see myself in a lot of our 
mentees and can put myself in their shoes even 
though my life looks different now.

Minds Matter NYC is ________?

Where comfort meets growth.



Minds Matter NYC temporarily moved 
to a fully virtual model in March 2020 as 
Covid-19 spread across New York City.



As a vulnerable population, our students and 
their families have been particularly harmed by 
the Covid-19 pandemic in ways both immediate 
and long-term. 

The Covid-19 pandemic is not only actively threatening the 
health and well-being of Minds Matter NYC students, but is 
also dramatically accelerating the pace of educational and 
economic inequality. 

of students know someone 
who has been hospitalized 
or died from Covid-19

of students’ families have 
experienced at least some loss 
of income due to Covid-19

When surveyed about the transition to virtual 
learning, students reported that the adjustment has 
been especially difficult and identified the following 
factors as particular issues.

to do schoolwork or participate in virtual classes

including caring for younger siblings and additional part-time 
work to supplement family income

to prioritize schoolwork over so many other urgent demands

including inconsistent access to their own computers, the 
internet, up-to-date operating systems, and webcams

including ongoing depression and anxiety about the future



Minds Matter NYC surveyed 
students and volunteers through the 

spring and summer to assess their 
needs. Team Leaders held additional 

sessions throughout the summer.

Minds Matter NYC designed new 
curriculum to support students over 

the summer, including a 
partnership with Coursera for 
juniors who could not attend 

summer programs. 

Minds Matter NYC created crisis-
specific resources for students and 

volunteers. A corporate partner also 
supplied computers to students 

without their own.

Minds Matter NYC implemented a 
new program for graduated seniors 
to help them prepare for a flexible 

college experience in the fall.

In response to the pandemic, Minds Matter NYC refined the existing programming and included 
new elements to better serve students during these difficult times.



Even in the face of a global pandemic that shut 
down their city and their schools, Minds Matter 
NYC students continued to shine.  

On May 2, Minds Matter NYC graduated the class of 2020, 
100% of whom were accepted into college.  This year’s 
graduation, held over Zoom, was very different from 
previous years’, but the most important part—the 
celebration of our students’ tremendous achievements—was 
unchanged. 

At graduation, class speaker, Mariam, said that "[Minds 
Matter NYC] has taught me what a true support system 
looks like." A powerful statement and an example of the 
standard Minds Matter NYC is dedicated to meeting for 
every student, every year.   

Hear more about what Mariam has to say about her 
experience in Minds Matter NYC by listening to her full 
speech here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2VNjlHgp28U


Although students were not able to travel or meet in person over the summer, Minds Matter NYC staff 
quickly worked to find summer alternatives for rising juniors and seniors.

Minds Matter NYC hosted the Academic & Leadership Development Academy for rising juniors virtually this year and revised 
the program to support students during these exceptionally difficult times. Students attended college and career prep panels,
participated in health and wellness activities, and had the opportunity to discuss current events. Minds Matter NYC alumni from 
the classes of 2016 and 2017 (pictured below) served as facilitators, sharing their own experiences and motivating rising juniors to 
remain focused on college. 

For rising seniors, Minds Matter NYC partnered with the online learning platform, Coursera, to offer students free online classes 
on any topic of their choosing. A few students also attended Girls Who Code, Notre Dame Summer Scholars, Summer at Brown 
Pre-College programs, and Quarantine Coders. 



Minds Matter NYC is inspired by our donors.
Our Community of Opportunity is comprised of more 

than 2,000 supporters and partners who make it possible 
to serve students and ensure their path to college. 



Event sponsors generously underwrite Minds Matter NYC’s 
operations by purchasing tables at one of our two events. 

Our signature gala, focused on Minds Matter NYC students and the 
impact our program makes on their lives

A vibrant night of drinks and dancing that invites guests to do good 
while having fun

Private donors are vital to Minds Matter NYC’s ongoing success. 
Our donors continue to amaze us by hosting cooking classes, 
throwing parties, even putting Minds Matter NYC on their 
wedding registry. 

Our version of Netflix, Subscribe to Success gives donors the chance 
to invest in our programs on a monthly basis. 

Each sponsor is matched with an individual student whom they can 
follow throughout their time in the program.

Corporate partners support Minds Matter NYC’s mission through 
direct funding, student access, and volunteer opportunities. 

A multi-day career exposure program for high school students, focused 
on case studies that introduce the inner workings of the company

Lead partners: NBCUniversal, Permira

A day-long conference where students attend engaging, small group 
sessions led by professionals who share their expertise and career advice

Lead partner: Deloitte

Minds Matter NYC is supported by a number of private 
foundations that focus on serving under-resourced youth in New 
York City. Their investment in the program provides essential 
services that help maintain Minds Matter NYC’s superior 
outcomes.

Lead partner: Charles Hayden Foundation

https://www.classy.org/campaign/minds-matter-subscribe-to-success/c202690
https://www.classy.org/campaign/sponsor-a-student/c253092


For the second year in a row, Minds Matter 
NYC partnered with NBCUniversal for the 
Media Fellows program, a unique career 
immersion initiative where students spend 
four days at NBCU’s headquarters in 
Rockefeller Plaza, working with and learning 
from NBCU employees.

This year, 45 students participated in the program 
where they worked on marketing case studies about the 
2020 Summer Olympics and the 2020 presidential 
election. 

Students had the opportunity to meet with teams from 
NBC Sports and News divisions and collaborated with 
additional volunteers to brainstorm, devise, and present 
their own marketing plans for both major events to the 
greater NBCU community.



Led by our Board of Directors, the Brilliant Minds 
Benefit is a night of dinner, drinks, and fun celebrating 
our students’ hard work and success. On October 24, 
2019, more than 300 guests came together to raise almost 
$400,000 for Minds Matter NYC and our students.

Ravi Chopra
Court Square Capital Partners / Jeff Vogel
Deborah Beckmann
Marshall Wace
Dr. Samiah Zafar & Minhaj Patel

Amit Bhandari
Deloitte
Robert Dusel
Goldman Sachs Engineering
Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP
KKR

Leeanne Su
NBCUniversal
Raphael Bejarano
Tortoise Capital LLC

Alisan Oliver-Li & Mark Shpizner
Sanjeev Parlikar
Namrita & Dennis Puri
Moran Shekel
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP



Bregal Partners
Charles Hayden Foundation
Ravi Chopra
Deloitte Foundation
Goldman Sachs Gives
Marshall Wace
NBCUniversal
Minhaj Patel
Permira

Thank you to our generous 
supporters. 

Accenture
BlackRock
David Brisske
Capital Group
Anthony Chen
ConEdison
CVC Capital Partners
Adam Davies
Michael Delaney
Deloitte Services LP
The Derfner Foundation
Duff & Phelps
Robert Dusel
FreeWheel

Jonathan Hallihan
The Harry Walker Agency, Inc.
Hunt Lane Capital
Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP
Shen Li
Morgan Creek Foundation
Alisan Oliver-Li & Mark Shpizner
Sanjeev Parlikar
Moran Shekel
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Time Warner / Priya Dogra
David Thomas
Jeff Vogel
Mahjabeen & Tarim Wasim

The Amy & Frank Linde Family Foundation
Barker Welfare Foundation
Raphael Bejarano
Bloomberg LP 
Brian DeSchuytner
Herman Goldman Foundation
William Janetschek
Diana Lee
Kin Lee
Laura McCane
Maggie McCormick
MLA Risk Advisory Corp
Leeanne Su
Aurora Swithenbank

Christie Ahn & Jin Chun
Ashley Anderson & Doug Elsbeck
Albert Annexstad
Ares Management
Axel Johnson Inc.
Caitlin Berg  
Jeffrey Bernstein 
Tom Betts  
Jeff Bigner
Melissa Brenner  
Clive Brown
Nadia Burgard
Rebecca Chatman  
Chevron
Dillon Cope 
Cornerstone Research
Carrie Coulson & Manish Naik  
Vince Cubbage
Daiwa Capital Markets America Inc.
DAS42
Susan & John Davis 
Maria de la Rocha  
Tony Deng  
William Edwards  
Energy Capital Partners
Philip Erdoes
Weston Gaddy  
Ruth Gitlin  
Alex Gold  
Farrah Grande
Grills Family Foundation



Monthly Giving provides reliable income that 
ensures ongoing operations. When we can count on 
sustaining support, we can do more for our students. 

Dash Alison
Ashley Arana
Emily Baratta
Jon Bernstein
Anurag Bhatnagar
Jeff Bigner
Warwick Blunt
Erin Cahill
Hannah Campion
Cindy Chen
Chloe Colberg
Samuel Crystal
Pradeep Dayaram
Kathryn Dear
Kathleen 

Dougherty 
Stanford Eng
Pooja Eppanapally
Michael Fishbein
Hannah Freedman
Eduardo Garcia
Susan Gibbons
Erika Halstead
Ashley Harms
William Hartung
Kripa Kandiar

Stacy Kipperman
Kimberly Kirk
Alison Lenert
Eric Liang
Kerry McNeilly
Darren Meyers
Eric Miao
Joan Mohan
Maggie Mroczek
McKenzie Murdoch
Imran Noorali
Claire O’Donnell-

McCarthy
Hannah Patridge
Robert Piston
Ariel Pulla
John Reising
Harrison Roday
Nathan Rogatz
Peter Ross
Manuel Rubiano
Scott Sandalow
Melissa Sepe-

Johnston
Christina Shim
David Smith

Peter Somi
Elsa Stahura
Richard Thayer
Colin Thibadeau
Megan Tracy
Paul Tyger
Mallory Walsh
Kennard Wong
Nicol Zhou

Andy Gulla
Imran Halani
Erika Halstead & Jeffrey Goldberg  
James Hanna  
Heidrick & Struggles
Jason Herman
Justin Herridge
Colleen Hoy & John Servidio
Drew Hyun
I L Cohen Foundation
Omer Ismail
Tatum Ji & Lexie Maravich
Brian Johnson  
JP Morgan Chase
Chiraag Kapoor
Emily Kazam
Stephanie & Danny Kenary
Snehal Kothari  
Bonita Lewis  
Winifred Li  
Neena Malik & Sourav Bhowmick
Sarah-Marie Martin & Nicholas Brophy  
Margaret Matays
Cherry & Eric Miao 
Jennifer Mieres & Haskel Fleishaker
Gerald Millman
Joseph Montesano  
Morgan Stanley
Maggie Mroczek

National Mah Jongg League
Taylor & Dan Neiditch
Northwell Health
Palantir Technologies
Ally & Stephen Pang  
Thorne Perkin  
The PIMCO Foundation
Christina & Arun Prasad  
PWC
Radha & Sagar Ravi  
Forhadur Razzaque  
RBC Capital Markets
Riley & Nancy Pleas Family Foundation
Nathan Rogatz
Mathew Roy  
Lori Russo & Barry Shpizner
Silver Lake Partners
Martin Spit  
Sarah Tanner  
Agnes & Jason Temerowski
Quyen Tran
Theobald Foundation
Tortoise Foundation
Robert Verdier
Annette Wilson  
Youth I.N.C
Nicol Zhou  
Caroline Zhu  
Xiaoping Zhu 

Minds Matter NYC is also extremely grateful to the many donors who were not included in this 
report. Your support makes students’ dreams come true. Thank you. 



Despite unprecedented challenges, Minds 
Matter NYC served more students with more 
opportunities than ever before, graduating all 

seniors into their best-fit college.



Associate Board members are committed young 
professionals who help bring Minds Matter NYC
forward by raising the visibility and awareness of the 
organization and its mission, directing critical
fundraising initiatives, and broadening its network 
of supporters, donors, and volunteers.

James Davis, Co-Chair
Collin Kroeger, Co-Chair 
Rita Lebedeva, Co-Chair
Andrew Gulla, Secretary
Stephanie Kenary, Treasurer

Hannah Adelsberg
Ajit Bopalkar
Nelson Chikusa
Edison Ding
Kate Dowley
Jon Dutton
Alex Gold
Syed Haq
Will Hartung
Mair Hasco
Michael Janes
Ariel Kang
Sanjana Khumbani
Helen Li

Amit Bhandari
David Brisske
Ravi Chopra
Adam Davies
Robert Dusel
Diana Lee
Christina Lopez
Laura McCane

Stephen Pang
Sanjeev Parlikar
Namrita Puri
Moran Shekel
Mark Shpizner
Martin Spit
Leeanne Su
Sarah Tanner

Sagar Ravi, Chair
Deborah Beckmann, Vice Chair
Jeff Vogel, Vice Chair
Minhaj Patel, Treasurer
Andrew Jacobi, Secretary

Kristina Logvinenko
Maggie Mroczek
Andrew Pierson
John Reising
Max Roosevelt
Sanjana Shankar
Sean Spatz
Ryan Ward
Arabella Watters
Ryan Weathers
Charles Wilson
Jeannie Wong
Doreen Xu
Caroline Zhu



Scott Miller, Summer Programs 
Bill Miner, Student Recruitment 
Gabriel Motola, Sophomore Test Prep
Johanna Peiser, Sophomore Writing & Critical Thinking
Emmy Porter, Junior Writing & Critical Thinking
Chris Quinlan, Alumni Relations 
Sushil Raja, Sophomore Mentoring
Srinidhi Rajput, Junior Writing & Critical Thinking
Melissa Sepe-Johnston, College Advisor 
Sarah Soulen, Junior Writing & Critical Thinking
Deirdre Stradone, Student Recruitment 
Alex Taheri, Sophomore Test Prep
Richard Thayer, Sophomore Writing & Critical Thinking
Colin Thibadeau, College Advisor 
Paul Tyger, Sophomore Mentoring
Karan Vazirani, Junior Mentoring
Mara Weinraub, Sophomore Writing & Critical Thinking
Linda Zhou, Summer Programs 

Caroline Bates, Student Recruitment 
Jeff Bigner, Junior Mentoring
Katrina Butt, College Advisor 
Jeremy Carrine, Senior Mentoring
Jay Castillo, Junior Mentoring
Nick Catero, College Advisor 
Mallory Cochran, Alumni Relations 
April Daley, College Advisor 
John Fang, Sophomore Test Prep
Ashley Harms, Sophomore Test Prep
Andrew Hedlund, Senior Writing & Critical Thinking
Carlos Hernandez, Junior Writing & Critical Thinking
Jennifer Hwang, Sophomore Mentoring
Jennifer Kim, Sophomore Writing & Critical Thinking
Tyler Kimble, Junior Mentoring
Mansi Kothari, Sophomore Mentoring
Julianne Lewis, Senior Writing & Critical Thinking
Rebecca Linde, Senior Writing & Critical Thinking



Erika Halstead, Executive Director
Julia Loonin, Director of Programs
Colin P. Delaney, Director of Development
Carly Smith, Associate Director of Volunteers
Prama Verma, Development Associate
Eva Fall, Programs Associate



Minds Matter NYC operates on a lean budget that leverages volunteers and other in-kind services so 
that we can dedicate almost 80% of resources to programming. With a low staff to student ratio 
(1:36) and a high volunteer to student ratio (2.5:1), Minds Matter NYC can focus on strategy while 
keeping costs low.

Mentoring, academic 
preparation, summer 

programs, special 
opportunities

Donated volunteer hours* as 
mentors, writing advisers, and 

Test Prep instructors; donated 
space for Saturday sessions

Alumni programming, 
Career Incubator, tuition 

stipends, college scholarships
Advancement through 
partnerships and financial support

Volunteer recruitment and 
training, background checks

Student recruitment, high school 
partnerships

Ensure a productive 
organization where staff 
members can do their best work

* Independent Sector estimates the value of each volunteer hour in New York State as $31.29 for 2019. 



Since 1991, Minds Matter NYC 
has sent 985 students to 

4-year colleges and universities.
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